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appeared, the king, with the three regiments,
marched to the town, which surrendered at the first
summons, and the next day the fort yielded to sir
John Hepburn.

The castle at Oppenheim held out still with a
garrison of eight hundred Spaniards, and the king,
leaving two hundred Scots of sir James Ramsey's
men in the town, drew out to attack the castle. Sir
James Ramsey being left wounded at Wurtzburg,
the king gave me the command of those two hun-
dred men, which were a regiment, that is to say, all
that were left of a gallant regiment of two thousand
Scots, which the king brought out of Sweden with
him, under that brave colonel; there was about
thirty officers, who, having no soldiers, were yet in
pay, and served as reformadoes with the regiment,
and were over and above the two hundred men,

The king designed to storm the castle on the
lower side by the way that leads to Mentz, and sir
John Hepburn landed from the other side, and
marched up to storm on the Rhine port.

My reformado Scots having observed that the
town port of the castle was not so well guarded as
the rest, all the eyes of the garrison being bent to-
wards the king and sir John Hepburn, came running
to me, and told me, they believed they could enter
the castle sword in hand, if I would give them leave.
I told them I durst not give them orders, my com-
mission being only to keep and defend the town;
but they being very importunate, I told them they
were volunteers, and might do what they pleased;
that I would lend them fifty men, and draw up the
rest to second them, or bring them off, as I saw oc-
casion, so as I might not hazard the town. This
was as much as they desired; they sallied immedi-
ately, and in a trice the volunteers scaled the port,
cut in pieces the guard, and burst open the gate, at